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Policy Title: Smokefree Grounds 

Policy Number:  111 

Date:  June 13, 2023 

 
The Trinity Center Community Services District and Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department adopts 

the following Smokefree Grounds Policy 
 

111.10 POLICY PURPOSE:  The purpose of this policy is to establish a smokefree environment for the 

Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department grounds. 

 
111.20 DEFINITIONS:  Whenever the following words are used in this policy, they will be understood 

to mean: 
 

(a)  "Electronic Smoking Device" means an electronic device that can be used to deliver an 

inhaled dose of nicotine, or other substances, including any component, part, or accessory 

of such a device, whether or not sold separately. "Electronic Smoking Device" includes any 

such device, whether manufactured, distributed, marketed, or sold as an electronic cigarette, 

an electronic cigar, an electronic cigarillo, an electronic pipe, an electronic hookah, or any 

other product name or descriptor. 

(b) "Smoking" means inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying any lighted, heated, or ignited 

cigar, cigarette, cigarillo, pipe, hookah, Electronic Smoking Device, or any plant product 

intended for human inhalation. 

(c)  "Smoke" means the gases, particles, or vapors released into the air as a result of combustion, 

electrical ignition, or vaporization, when the apparent or usual purpose of the combustion, 

electrical ignition, or vaporization is human inhalation of the byproducts, except when the 

combusting or vaporizing material contains no tobacco or nicotine and the purpose of 

inhalation is solely olfactory, such as, for example, smoke from incense. The term "Smoke" 

includes, but is not limited to, tobacco smoke, Electronic Smoking Device vapors, 

marijuana smoke or vapors, and crack cocaine smoke. 

 
111.30 SMOKE FREE GROUNDS POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
The Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department wants to provide everyone who visits or works at 

the Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department with a healthy and safe environment. Smoking is 

counterproductive to this goal and poses a critical risk of the starting or spreading of fires. 

 
In order to safeguard the health, safety, and general welfare of everyone who visits the Trinity Center 

Volunteer Fire Department or attends an activity at the Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department or 

in another area of the grounds, the Trinity Center Community Services District Board adopts the 

following policy and procedures: 

 
(a) No Smoking on Grounds, in any paid or volunteer capacity, during fire safety training and 

volunteer exercises, and including during activities or events. The Trinity Center Volunteer Fire 

Department will not allow Smoking at any time on any part of the Trinity Center Volunteer Fire 

Department grounds, including, but not limited to, during an event and activities. This policy applies 

at all times and to everyone, including: 
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• All Trinity Center Community Services District board members, officers and 

employees: 

• All Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department volunteers and agents; 

• Members of the Trinity Center Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary; 

• Independent contractors working at the Site; 

• Visitors to the Grounds in any capacity 

 
111.40 STATE AND LOCAL LAWS:  This Smokefree Grounds Policy is in addition to any federal, 

state, or local laws that restrict or otherwise regulate the use of tobacco. 

 

111.50 FINDINGS IN SUPPORT OF SMOKEFREE GROUNDS POLICY 
 

Trinity Center Community Services District recognizes that tobacco use and exposure to secondhand 

smoke have been identified as a health hazard and cause death and disease, as evidenced by the 

following: 
 
 
 

• Tobacco-related illness is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States, 

1 accounting for about 443,000 deaths each year;2 and 
 

• Scientific studies have concluded that tobacco use can cause chronic lung disease, coronary 

heart disease, and stroke, in addition to cancer of the lungs, larynx, esophagus, and mouth;3 and 
 

• The U.S. Surgeon General concluded that there is no risk-free level of exposure to 

secondhand smoke;4 and 
 

• The California Air Resources Board placed secondhand smoke in the same category as the 

most toxic automotive and industrial air pollutants by categorizing it as a toxic air contaminant 

for which there is no safe level of exposure;5 and 
 

• The California Environmental Protection Agency included secondhand smoke on the Proposition 

65 list of chemicals known to the state of California to cause cancer, birth defects, and 

other reproductive harm;6 and 
 

• Secondhand smoke is responsible for as many as 3,000 deaths from lung cancer and 

46,000 deaths from heart disease among nonsmokers each year in the United States;7 and 
 

• Secondhand smoke exposure causes lower respiratory tract infections, such as pneumonia and 

bronchitis in as many as 300,000 children in the United States under the age ofl8 months each 

year;8 and exacerbates childhood asthma;9 and 
 

• Cigarette butts pose a health threat to young children. Children who ingest cigarette butts 

can experience vomiting, nausea, lethargy, and gagging; 10 
 

• Creating smokefree areas helps protect the health of the 86.9% of Californians who 

are nonsmokers. 11 
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